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50 American Statistical Association. [50 

M. Dumont has treated the subject from the standpoint of the 
philosopher and political economist. He draws a correct picture of 
American social life, and concludes that the six hundred millions of 
population predicted as the population at the end of the next century 
cannot be attained in the United States under the present conditions. 

S. W. A. 



STATISTICS OF INFIRMITIES IN NEW ZEALAND. 



In the New Zealand census taken April 12, 1896, instuctions were 
given to make a record of all persons unable to follow their usual 
occupation by reason of sickness or accident, as well as of those afflicted 
with certain inlirmities. This latter class included the deaf and 
dumb, blind, lunatics, idiots, epileptics, paralytic, crippled and 
deformed, debilitated and infirm. The results of the investigation 
show that 9.94 in every 1000 were suffering from sickness or accident 
on April 12, 1896, using the word sickness as inability to work on that 
day, and that besides this there were 7.89 per 1000 in the other classes 
referred to above. 

In 1891 returns from New Zealand and New South Wales for the 

above classes (sickness, accident, and infirmity) combined were, per 

1000 living, as follows : — 

New Zealand. New South Wales. 

Persons 17.83 19.79 

Males 20.92 22.90 

Females 14.36 16.13 

It will be observed that there is a marked difference in favor of 
females. For males after the period of 35-40, the proportion of 
sickness rises steadily at each quinquenium of age, while the pro- 
portion of accidents is higher at the period 65-70. The rate of sick- 
ness per 1000 males living at 35-40 was 5.16, and this increased to 
19.08 to 55-60, to 43.66 at 65-70, and to 77.39 at 80 and upwards. 
In regard to females the sickness is not so great at 30-35 years as at 
25-30, but from 35-40 it increases, and from 55-60 very rapidly, 
though the numbers on which the proportions are based from this 
time onward are small. The statistics for lunacy show that there is 
a steady increase. In 1896 one person in every 320, exclusive of 
Maoris in New Zealand, was afflicted with lunacy. 



